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Report on First Global Forum on Heat and Health
(One - Page Report)

Full Name of Participants:

Name Benjawan Tawafsupa Position: Public Health Technical Officer, Professional level

Institution: ... Health. Impact Assessment. Division, Department_of Health

Duration: 1621 December 2018, ... Place: University of Hong Keng, Hong Kong

Objectives:

1) To inform a global common action agenda for comprehensive heat risk management and

formally launch the Global Heat Health Information Network,

2) To strengthen cooperation in interdisciplinary science and practice to build the capacity of

governments, organizations, and professionals to protect populations fram the avoidable
health risks of extreme and ambient heat

Results of the meeting: (including comparison with Thailand)

Over 120 interdisciplinary experts and practitioners from 33 countries attended this forum. They
examined priorities, gaps and opportunities across these areas of research and practice, that led to
the following recommendaticns

Heat and heatwaves are impacting human health, ranging from increased morbidity,
mortality, to well-being and productivity. A high level of concern for the insufficient
awareness of this problem, low levels of preparedness, and available tools and information
to confront the predicted impacts of heatwaves.

Heat and heatwaves is inadeguately communicated and addressed by public health and
disaster risk reduction policies and frameworks, current evidence is not being translated in
a timely manner to application and policy, and it remains outside many mechanisms which
could assist and prevent health impacts;

Global expertise and response capacity exists and is improving in multiple critical domains,
but remains fragmented and insufficient fo address the scale and complexity of current
and future known risks;

Engagement and collaboration between a wide-range of professions and institutions, and a
dynamic conversation with the public, will be fundamental for shared learning and action
¢ address heat risks;

The Network will fill a much needed gap for technical cooperation and shared learning
between interdisciplinary expert communities, as well as between academnic and
operational practitioners.

Advantages of attending the meeting:

Engagement in this Global Heat Health Information Network gave opportunities and support for

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Partnerships and capacity building;

Data, science, and research for understanding health risks of heat;

Climate and weather information for decision-making and action;

Interventions and actions to prevent heat exposure and negative health outcomes
Communications and outreach;



Suggestion and recommendation to DoH and MoPH:

There is a need for DOH as its responsibility in health impact assessment from heat:

1)

2)

3)

4}

To improve awareness of the silent emergency that increasing heat and heatwaves pose to
human health in Thailand

To strengthen opportunities and resources for the protection of populations most
vulherable

To strengthen partnerships across relevant government, academic, and civil society

partners to exchange information on good practices, tools and technologies, and lessons to
understand and manage heat risks;

To becorne more effective communicators about heat and heatwave risks:

............... Z o . Reporter
Date .28 .Dec 2018 .



