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Report on Regional Workshop to address Inter-linkage between Human health and
Bicdiversity in the ASEAN Region
Full Name of Participants:

Objectives:

To strengthen collaboration, engagement and policy coherence between national
agencies responsible for biodiversity and those responsible for health to contribute to
enhanced national implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its
Aichi, as well as related Sustainable Development Goals among ASEAN countries.

Results of the meeting: {(including comparison with Thailand)

The workshop was attended by representatives from ASEAN Member States (AMS) from
the health and environment ministries through the Senior Officials Meeting on Health
Development (SOMHD) and the ASEAN Working Group on Nature Conservation and Biodiversity
{AWGNCB) sectoral bodies. Promote transboundary/regional cooperation and support networks
on health and bicdiversity issues and strategies with a view to informing an action plan on
bicdiversity and health for ASEAN countries. The participants of the workshop agreed on the
following next steps and ways forward:

{0 Identify key entry points and discuss best practices for integrating health and
biodiversity considerations in naticnal and/or regional biodiversity policies or programmes as
well as in national and/or regional health policies or programmes, among ASEAN countries;

(i) Strengthen capacity and identify further capacity needs for the mainstreaming of
biodiversity and health linkages in relevant national and/or regional policies, plans and
programmes,

(i) Identify possible joint activities to achieve health and biodiversity co-benefits for
consideration in national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and national health plans
among ASEAN countries; and

(iv) Strategically integrate biodiversity and heaith considerations in the post-2020
biodiversity framework and in the development of integrated approaches to health including
One Health, Ecohealth and Planetary Health.

(v} Keep communication lines open among the participating countries and
organizations and requested ACB and partners to proactively discuss and engage ASEAN
Member States (AMS) to select priority areas and initiatives on health and biodiversity which
they wish to take the lead.

(vi) Facilitate further collaboration and joint actions among ASEAN Member States on
health and biodiversity. ACB may organize small meetings or undertake further assessments,

through its existing programs and projects identified in the workshop.



(vii) The CBD Secretariat encouraged ASEAN Member States to actively participate in
the upcoming COP 14 Health and Biodiversity Mainstreaming event on 18 November 2018, and
in the “Health Day” celebration on 24 November 2018 as part of the Ric Pavilion.

{viii) The workshop recommendétions and its proceedings will serve as basis for the
Philippines to prepare for the COP 14 High Level Segment where it will convey the outcome
of the Regional Workshop to Address Inter-linkages between Human Health and Biodiversity in
the ASEAN Region.

Advantages of attending the meeting:

Gaining knowtedge and information on the biodiversity that can potentially affect
people's health. Having an opportunity to exchange experiences on the biodiversity and health
among AMS. Representing the Departrnent of Health presented Environmental Health projects
related to environmental impact, together with the representatives of the Bureau of Policy
and Planning, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, presented their works on
biodiversity.

Having the opportunity to participate in the meeting has given us experiences in
exchanging knowledge and learming in biodiversity and health with the other AMS countries,

which will be the network for regional and international coordination in the future,

Suggestion and recommendation to DoH and MoPH:

The joint-work in diversity and health in various countries including Thailand is not
clearly linked. There should be a discussion on bicdiversity and health impact between related
organizations to formulate strategies, plannirg and a clear co-operation approach at the
national level in order to meet the goals of the 2011-2020 Biodiversity Strategic Plan and the
Aichi Biodiversity Targets related to the ASEAN Sustainable Development Goal. At the
Department of Health, the issues related to biodiversity are Climate Change, GREEN and CLEAN
Hospitals and Water Quality Monitoring. There should be a focal point from the responsible
office of the environmental health cluster to be the main coordinator with the environmental
office at the Ministry of natural resources and environment for further coordination on the
relevant topics as the country’s representatives working group.
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