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Report of attending Asian Chief Dental Cfficers’ Meeting, 10" ACDOM 2018
Theme : Special Care Dentistry

Name __1.DrPiyada Prasertsom..................... Position: _ Director .

2. Dr\Warangkana. Vejvithee. ... Position: . Dentist, Experi level ...
Institution:....... Dental_Health Bureau. e
Duration:___29"-31" August 2018_Place: _Kathmandu, Nepal
Objectives:

- To.improve knowledge, expertise and o share experiences, best practices,. strategies
and_policies for population.eral.health ... .
- To.strengthen. collaboration and. networking on.improving oral health with in Asian
L0 W g 1]
Results of the meeting: (including comparison with Thailand)

1. This year marks the 10" annual meeting of Asian Chief Dental Officers(ACDOM).
Participants comprised of Chief Dental Officers(CDO) /experts on oral health from 17
countries, i.e. Nepal , Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, China, Hong Kong PDR, Japan, Bhutan, Brunei,
Indonesia, Cambedia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam and
Thailand. In addition, the meeting invited WHO representative from Geneva to get support
and recognition in the futures.

2. The program comprised of brief country updates from CDOs/experts from member
countries. All country presentations were based on the theme : Special Care Dentistry, with
topic focused on situation of disability, health care policy/programs on special care dentistry
, oral health care system, the access for special groups and future direction.

3. This meeting highlighted as following :

- In some countries, oral health care system for special groups have improved considerably,
mainly in dependent children and the elderly. SCD patients can receive dental screening,
health education, preventive and curative in hospitals and health care centers. However,
there are special projects such as project at intellectual learning disabilities or autism
schools, institutions or residential homes. Those who require complex dental treatment are
referred to Dental Specialist in big /specialty/tertiary care hospitals or dental schools.

- Issues and challenges found were related to the high disease burden and poor oral
health status, lack of manpower, facilities, financial support, awareness among the heatth
professionals and the public.

-~ Many countries and also Thailand are facing the challenges of population aging. Since
2016, Thailand was launched Long Term Care Policy to provide outreach health care service
including dental care service to the dependent/frail clder pecple residing at homes in
communities. The policy is similar to those of Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan and Hong
Kong that the government engages the NGOs and private dentists in a partnership to provide
the services. Besides, training dental professionals in providing special care dentistry are huge

need and developing dentatl curriculums in dental schools are crucial.



Advantages of attending the meeting:

Due to the meeting of chief dental officer/oral health experts from each of Asian
countries, the information sharing were the whole picture of policies ,strategies and activities.
We got new knowledge and knew management approach and the role of the government,
private sectors, NGOs towards the disabled people in many countries.

In addition, it provided an opportunity to participate in group discussion among the
delegates from each country on moving and supporting to achieve healthy oral health based
on the direction of WHO in the future.

Suggestion and recommendation to DoH and MoPH:

In Thailand, the need of special care dentistry is increasing, due to aging society.
It might become an economic and social burden, if we do not have an effective
approach and systematic management. Department of Health as a pastoral care
organization for all age groups and environmental health should be integrated with
relevant agencies, in public and private sectors such as the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, Department of Education, NGOs etc to promote
health literacy in disabled people and their families by driving forward the concept of
Community-based Integrated Care System. This will benefit the development of oral
healthcare system in special group in the country.
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