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Summary Report on Obesity and Fiscal Policy Training Workshop : Tax Policy Design
and Health Impact in Asia 13 - 15 July, 2018 Joy- Nostalg & Suites Manila Hotel and
Forum on Innovation and Actions against NCDs 16 - 18 July, 2018
Asian Development Bank Headquarter, Manila, Philippines

The objective of Obesity and Fiscal Policy Training workshop : Tax Policy Design and Health
Impact in Asia was consisted of 1) providing latest information and evidence 2) offering a
platform to exchange information and experience between the countries 3) assisting
governments in designing fiscal measures by world leading experts, and 4) building partnerships
with ADB and WHO to tackle the problem effectively and to evaluate financing options. This
workshop identified fiscal policies and other measures to curb rapidly increasing obesity rates
in the region. The workshop focused on the best design and efficient implementation of taxes
on sugar-sweetened beverages. Speakers were included ADBI Research Co-Chair Matthias
Helble, University of Ilinois-Chicago Professor Lisa Powell, and Jeremias Paul and Temo
Waganivalu, both from WHO. There were delegates from 12 governments in Asia and the Pacific
participated in the event. The speakers presented the overview and of Non - communicable
Disease, best buys, good buys of interventions for NCDs prevention and control, and reducing
sugar consumption and sugar-sweetened beverages Tax (SSB). Many countries (Mexico,
MaLdives,Sri Lanka and Thailand) have presented and shared about sugar-sweetened beverages
Tax (SSB). In addition, the necessary information systems and evaluation of the effectiveness
of tax measures were also planned to strengthen Tax Administration System.

The purpose of the forum on Innovation and Actions against NCDs focused on the changing
paradigm for the prevention and management of NCDs, advancing data to support a system-
wide response to NCDs, innovative development in technology and seeking funding partners
for NCDs.

Suggestion and Recommendation
1. Government agencies should take responsibility for the NCDs agenda, rather than
solely delegating it to the Ministers of Health, as it requires collaboration and
cooperation from various sectors.
2. The collaboration between the Ministry of Public Health and the Ministry of Finance
to establish a monitoring and evaluation program of sugar-sweetened beverages tax
(SSB) should be initiated.
3. To consider the funding to prevent and management NCDs

4. To put best buy and good buy into action




