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Summary Report
“Task Force Meeting to Update the Governance Mechanisms of the
Asia Pacific Regional Forum on Health and Environment”
13 - 15 September 2017, Diamond Hotel, Manila, Philippines

According to the Ninth High Level Meeting (HLOM) and Fourth Ministerial Meeting of
the Regional Forum held in October 2016 in Manila, Philippines, a recommendation to form
a task force to review the governance of the Forum and the Framework for Cooperation.
Ten countries volunteered to participate in the Task Force. Philippines volunteered to chair
the Task Force.

The Task Force Meeting to Update the Governance Mechanisms of the Asia Pacific
Regional Forum on Health and Environment was convened by the chair on 13 - 15 September
2017 in Manila, Philippines. There were 8 out of 10 volunteered countries participate in
the meeting, including Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palau, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Kiribati, and Thailand.

Objective of the meeting is to review and update the governance mechanism.
Director of Bureau of Environmental Health, Department of Health is a participant on
behalf of Thailand. In addition, there were two Thematic Working Groups (TWGs) namely
TWG-Health Impact Assessment and TWG-Air Quality participated in this meeting, who were
from Health Impact Assessment Division, Department of Health and from Pollution Control
Department respectively.

Agreement among the participants on an updated governance mechanism with
a revised charter and Framework of Cooperation are as following issues;

1. Title of the forum
To expand membership in the Forum to other countries in the Asia Pacific
Region, adopt the new title to be “Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on Health and
Environment”.
2. Goal and Objective
To align with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a new goal was revised
to be “To create a platform for national and regional policy and action to enhance and
safeguard health and environment towards the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals.” An objective was revised and updated to be “To Identify and
promote to implement priority health and environment issues that require regional

action”



3. Membership Expansion (Regional Forum & TWGs)
All countries, territories, and areas that pertain to WHO/SEARO, WHO/WPRO or
UNE/ROAP are encouraged to be a member. However, a letter of intent from both
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Environment is required.
4. Frequency of Meetings

® 5 year cycle for Ministerial meeting

® Every 30 months for High Level Official Meeting

® Twice every 5 years for Thematic Working Groups Meeting
5. Structure (Scientific Panel, TWGs and Knowledge Network)

Scientific Panel (SP): There were a consideration whether there is need to pursue
activation of the Scientific Panel or not. The participants agree that the purpose of SP to
advise scientific evidence to the secretariat and the Forum should base on best scientific
evidence.

TWGs: Existing TWGs were revised and renamed to be;
- TWG-Air Quality and Health;
- TWG-Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Health,
- TWG-Chemical Safety;,
- TWG-Climate Change and Health;
- TWG-HIA is unchanged;

Moreover, new TWGs were proposed including;
- TWG-Coral Reef.
- TWG-Health Care Waste Management;
- TWG-Healthy and Sustainable Cities;
- TWG-Worker’s Health.

TWG Chairs, with the consult with secretariat, may invite Universities, non-governmental
research institutes, NGO’s, media, commercial enterprises to be a member. TWG Chairs
to accept membership subject to due diligence work of the Secretariat.

6. Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair
® [stablish a roster of countries willing to Chair or Vice Chair Selection alphabetically
® Chair will host MM and HLOM linked to MM
- Can ask other countries from the roster to host in lieu
- VC not to ascend the Chair
7. Awards Mechanism for best practice
® Agreed to set-up awards mechanism; “Sampaguita Awards” for Best Practices on Health
and Environment.
® Development of criteria for best practices by secretariat for approval of awards
committee

e Call for Applications by Secretariat | in October 2017



® Submission of Applications| by July 2019
® Awarding at the next Regional Forum

8. There was a braining storming workshop for develop project proposal for SDGs Thematic
Areas of the Manila Declaration in 5 issues as following;
® HIA as a planning tool for quantifying air quality impact on health,
® Building climate resilient health system in Asia-Pacific (focus on vector diseases)

e Safety managed and access to sustainable water and sanitation services for household
and health care facilities,
® FEnsuring healthy food, water, air and settings for sustainable cities in Asia-Pacific
® Sound management of hazardous waste from health care
The projects detailed will then be developed by the secretariat and will be
proposed to the support donor.

9. The Philippines representative from Department of Natural Resources is developing the
“Draft resolution on strengthening health and environmental action in Asia and the Pacific
and supporting the initiatives of the Asia-Pacific regional forum on health and
environment” Which is expected to be proposed in the Third United Nations
Environmental Assembly: UNEA 3 on December 2016 at United Nations Office in Nairobi,
the Republic of Kenya.



