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One Page Summary on Short-term Training in

Clinical Dental Research Methods

Pongsathorn Jintakanon
Dentist, Professional level

Bureau of Dental Health

| had received a full scholarship from the Royal Thai Government to attend the six-week (June
23 — August 6, 2017) training in Clinical Dental Research Methods at The University of Washington
School of Dentistry, Seattle, Washington State, USA. This was the 26" consecutive year the program
has been offered. Institute courses include biostatistics, clinical epidemiology, personal computing
applications, behavior and measurement in dental research, grantsmanship, fundamentals of
observational studies and clinical trials, case studies in data analysis, as well as an elective in

molecular biology and oral health applications.

Modules of the study consist of classroom lectures, seminar on observational studies and
clinical trials, self-study on selected chapter in fundamentals of clinical trials, and group workshops
on observational and interventional research project designs. For observational study design
workshop, a survey of prevalence of oral clefts in children was selected. For interventional study
workshop, a case-control study to characterize the craniofacial and dental manifestations of Loeys-
Dietz syndrome (LDS), which is a rare disorder affecting the connective tissue in many parts of the

body, was chosen.

Benefits acquired from the course

® Gain more knowledge related to clinical dental research methods, which helps improve my
ability to conduct public oral health researches focusing on oral health policy and promotion.
® Fnhance clinical research analytical skill, which is crucial to acquire reliable knowledge for

national policy planning.
® [Enhance international oral health research partnership and cooperation among participants.
| wish to express my gratitude to the Royal Thai Government and Department of Health for

giving me this opportunity. | have the enthusiasm and determination to ensure that the knowledge

and experience | gain from this course will be beneficial to the department and Thai people at large.




