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One Page Report
The 1° Asian Health Forum - Current public Health Issues in Asia
by Dr.Napaphan Viriyautsahakul, Director of Bureau of Nutrition, Department of Health

The forum was held at Grand Ambassador Hotel in Seoul, South Korea in 29th July
2017 with the theme "Current Public Health Issues in Asia". The objective of the meeting was
promotion of sharing experiences, knowledge and cooperation between Asian countries in
public health issues. Delegations are from Asian countries including Thailand, South Korea,
Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

After the opening remarks by DrJongmin Lee, Chairman of the conference and
Director of the International Healthcare Research Institute, Konkuk University South Korea,
there were 3 keynote speeches.

1 Health Systems Problems that Affect Public Health by Dr. Kenneth Hartigan-Go from Asian
Institute of Management, Philippines. His topic was about obstacles in solving public health
issues in Philippines analysed according to 6 Building Blocks of the WHO Health System
Framework. Strategic and plans for improvement in the future were proposed.

2. Health Japan 21 by Dr. Suketaka lwanaga from Faculty of Medicine, Kyoto University Japan.
He talked about Japan public health problems from recent national survey data. Japan
health problems related to elderly population is now growing rapidly. Action plans have
been implemented and indicators of success have been followed. Early satisfactory results
of some indicators are encouraging, so the second term of the plan called“Health Japan 21”
with some modifications have started.

3. Thailand Nutrition Situation and Action by Dr. Napaphan Viriyautsahakul Director of Bureau
of Nutrition, Department of Health. Thailand Nutrition probtems in all age groups were
presented. National action plans and solutions which implemented successfully and some
are ongoing and planning.

Final session was a Panel Discussion. All delegates had shared their experiences and opinions
about public health issues in their countries and others.

Benefit of participation Knowledge sharing and country cooperation

What’s next? Encourage annual meeting and may propose to host a meeting in the future

Dr.Napaphan Viriyautsahakul
Date 4 August 2017




