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Summary Report of the Asia Pacific Regional Forum on Environment and Health
6-8 October 2016, Manila, Philippines

The Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Southeast and East Asian
Countries aims to strengthen the cooperation of the ministries responsible for
environment and health within 14 countries in Asia Pacific and Southeast Asia and
promoting the implementation of integrated environmental health strategies,
regulations as well as improving policies and regulatory frame work at the national
and regional level to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. The themes of this
meeting are 1) sustainable development goals 2) health and the environment and 3)
climate change and health. The summary of the meeting is as follows.

1) The Regional Forum will support regional and national works in achieving
the SDGs relevant to environment and health which upon each countries context.
The Regional Forum also supports the National Environmental Health Action Plan
development in each country. Moreover, forum countries agreed to support each
other and to facilitate multi-sectoral collaboration, knowledge and experiences
sharing, through the Thematic Working Groups (TWGs) or other initiatives e.g.
knowledge network, scientific panel. The workplan of the Regional Forum will
incorporate the TWG workplan and will be used as a framework for support regional
countries activities with the common priorities goals and targets of the SDGs.

2) The Regional Forum agreed to emphasis climate and health as a priority
issue. It is necessary to activate and facilitate TWGs mechanism and support
knowledge and experiences sharing across the region, especially Thematic Working
Group on Climate and Health.

3) The Regional Forum agreed with the implementation strategy and activities of

the Regional Forum on Environment and Health 2017-2019. The implementation
strategy aims to achieve substantial initial progress on goals and targets pertinent to
health and environment within the SDG framework and it is based on the logical
framework which identified (1) key outputs, (2) objectively verifiable indicators, (3)
means of verification, (4) assumptions, (5) risks and (6) activities. This will be used as
guidance for forum countries to implement their plan towards SDGs goals and
targets in relevant to environment and health.

4) Manila Declaration on Health and the Environment was approved by Forum
member countries and other countries which mentioned the forum will work
together through the Regional Forum’s implementation strategy and activities from
2017 to 2019, dialogue, sharing of information and collaboration both at national
and regional levels to tackle the issues of water sanitation, climate change, and
chemical and waste. -

This will transform countries lives and health, and ensure the well-being of
future generations.




