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Summary report of 7 " International Conference on Public Health
among the Greater Mekong Sub-Regional Countries
Venue: Hue city, Vietnam

Report by Panita Charoensuk

The conference was organized by the Faculty of Public Health and the Institute for Community
Health Research, Hue University of Medicine and Pharmacy under the theme “International
collaboration for Evidence-based policy making in public health”. There were approximately 400
participants from 3¢ universities and public health related organization throughout 16 countries
Joined this conference including the Greater Mekong Sub-Regional (GMS) countries (Thailand, Lao-
PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam, China, and Cambodia) and other countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, India,
Australia et.al). Its objective was to strengthen international collaboration in public health training
and research. The plenary sessions and parallel sessions were hold to share and discuss new
approaches and latest research topics associated with public health,

There were two keynote speakers followed the great opening ceremony. Prof. Peter WS Chang,
secretary of General and Executive Board, Asian Health Literacy Association, Taiwan, gave a speech
topic of universal health care needs better universal health literacy improvement in the health
system. He emphasized how important of health literacy in all health care system in which it may
help patient access to good quality health care and he state the stogan that “No health literacy,
no health”. He reported the health literacy studies in the US.Europe and Asia which found that
the health information materials delivered to community or patients were not so friendly. The
later speaker was Prof. Supa Pengpid, director of ASEAN Institute for Health Development Mahidol
University, Thailand, who presented the topic of capacity building for public health manpower in
South East Asia: “Mission 2020 of the ASEAN Institute for Health Development”. She informed
various helpful courses that the instituted served for public health personnel.

In the pararell session for the first and second day, the topic of heaith literacy and health
promotion, health system management, environmental and occupational health, nutrition and
food safety, epidemiology of non-communicable diseases and of communicable diseases,
reproductive health and sexual health, and mental health were presented by graduate and post-
graduate students. In addition, the Health Impact Assessment case studies in Thailand, Lac PDR
and Vietnam were presented including a case study of CEHIA ant Pak Mun Dam Thailand, a case
study of Nam Theun 2 Hydro power plant Lao PDR under the International Finance Cooperation
(IFC) guideline, and a case study of overall environmental impact assessment by activities of
existing hydro power plants in Central-Highland region in Vietnam. All of these three cases are the
good practice that considered determinant of health incorporated with project activities for

support sustainable development.



