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Summary
Ms.Kornwipa Punnasiri, Health Impact Assessment Division,
Department of Health
“Bi-Regional Workshop on Climate Change and Health ; protecting our health from
climate change”
at Faculty of Medicine, University of Gadjah Mada , Yogyakarta , Indonesia
26 — 30 January, 2015

Over the past decades, climate change has become a global issue which many countries
are paying attention to deal with this problem. Climate change poses a significant threat to
human health and well-being. The main health impacts will be due to direct heat exposure,
extreme weather, air pollution, reduced local food production, food - water- vector borne
infectious diseases and mental stress. As a result, all sectors, especially health sector, have to
understand about the health impacts of climate change and strengthen our responsibilities to
deal with it.

The “Bi-Regional Workshop on Climate Change and Health ; protecting our health from
climate change” was conducted, with the collaboration between World Health Organization
(SEARO and WPRO), GIZ and University of Gadjah Mada, with its aims to introduce
climate science and health, update new evidences in climate and health, provide basic
concepts of the impact of climate change and variability on various climate sensitive discases
and share various best practices on adaptation and mitigation measures. Therc were 40
participants who responsible for climate change in environmental and health as well as
academic filed from South-East Asia Region and Western Pacific Region member countries
including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Srilanka,
Timor-Leste,Cambodia,Solomon Islands,L AO PDR,Mongolia,Papua NewGuines,Philippines,
Samoa, Tuvala,Vietnam and Thailand.

During 5 days workshop, activities were comprised of lectures with discussion, group
activities, panel discussion, fields visit on disaster management, and poster presentation. In
addition, 17 modules were provided to build understanding on the impact of climate change
and health among the participants. During workshop, participants shared and exchanged best
practices on adaptation and mitigation measures from their countries as well as discussed
about capacity building activities at national level. Green and Clean Hospital Project had
been presented as a best practice from Thailand which was recognized as nice example of co-
benefits project. It needs to learn all over the region and scale up wherever possible such as in
communities and private sectors. As the result, the workshop was achieved the objectives in
increasing understanding about how climate change impact to human health and well-being
as well as climate change and heath action plans had established and prepared to overcome
the problem at country level.



