Summary
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Technical support to International Field Epidemiology Training Program-Thailand
(IFETP-Thailand)’s trainee at Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam
4-6 December 2014

Since 1998, International Field Epidemiology Training Program-Thailand (IFETP-Thailand)
was established and offered to neighboring Asian countries. The two-year program is designed for
physicians who would like to improve the health of the population through the use of epidemiology.
At present, there are over 300 Thai and 40 IFETP alumni who have been responsible for various
health programs conducted in Thailand or neighboring countries. During the two-year training
period, each trainee has to conduct work per the program’s requirements with a full report
submitted. A long-term project is one of the requirements for the 2nd year trainees. For trainees of
the 2013 class of IFETP-Thailand must present the results of long-term project in February 2013.
The supervision system of IFETP depends on input from both training centers; the Thai FETP
advisors and the advisor identified in trainees’ countries. During the period of training in Thailand,
the Thai FETP advisors will play a major role. While the trainees go back to their own countries, the
technical advisors and country supervisors take responsibility for the training. During the period that
trainees go back to conduct research in their countries, FETP advisors or relevant resource persons
will visit trainees (on-site visit) at the trainees’ countries twice a year.

Two Thai resource persons, Dr. Napaphan Viriyautsahakul, Dierector of Bureau of Nutrition
and Dr. Saipin Chotivichien, Chief of Nutrition Prevention and Control section, Bureau of
Nutrition, Department of Health, MOPH, were invited to supervise and provide critical technical
support on nutritional and epidemiological research to Dr. Ai Ha Phan Nguyen, the 2nd year
Vietnamese trainee of the 2013 class of IFETP-Thailand from Department of Nutrition-Food
Hygiene and Safety, Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam during
4-6 December 2014. Dr.Ai Ha Phan Nguyen’s field research topic is “Food consumption patterns
among adults in District 8, Ho Chi Minh City, 2014”. His local supervisor is Dr. Chinh Van Dang,
Deputy Director of Epidemiology Department, Institute of Hygiene and Public Health,

Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam. The on-site visit was funded by FETP. During the on-site visit,
nutritional problems, project plan and potential problems of the trainee was discussed with his local
supervisor. In addition, technical support in analyzing and presenting nutritional data were provided
to the trainee by Thai resource persons. This long-term project’s results will be presented by the

trainee during Epidemiology seminar in February 2015 in Thailand.
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