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® (Centre for HIV/AIDS and STI (CHAS)

® VFI

® ARV Clinic and Treatment centre, Setthathirath Hospital

¢ Vientiane Youth Centre

® | AOPHA and LNP+

® Gender Development Assosiation (GDA)
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Summary Report of Foreign Study Visit

Strengthening CSO Collaboration in Regional HIV Prevention, Care and Treatment
Promoting Mobile populations Health Among GMS/ASEAN Countries

at Vientiane, Lao People's Democratic Republic, October 5-9, 2014

Study Visitor: Banyapa Srisuwan, Public Health Technical Officer, Professional Level
Department: Bureau of Reproductive Health, DoH

Budget Source: Rak Thai Foundation

Objectives

To Promote HIV Prevention Service Access of Migrant Labour in GMS/ASEAN Countries
Participants

Totally 18 persons, from several departmenits as 4 for Ministry of Public Health staff;
Office of Permanent Secretary, DOH, DoDC and Provincial Public Health Office of Ubon
Ratchathani for each, and 7 for Rak Thai Foundation staff, and NGO; 2 for Vietnam, 2 for
Chinese, 1 for Burmese, 1 for Cambodian and another 1 for Nepal.

Summary Main Point
This Study Visit include 6 places as following
® Centre for HIV/AIDS and ST (CHAS)
¢
® ARV Clinic and Treatment centre, Setthathirath Hospital
® Vientiane Youth Centre
® |AOPHA and LNP+

® Gender Development Association(GDA)

1. Centre for HIV/AIDS/ST! (CHAS) is government sector, has the major role in defining
operational policy in national level. 80% of budget has been supported from several
international organizations as Global Fund, Asian Development Bank, CDC, WHO, USAID and
US Army. In contrast, budget support from Lao government is low. Then, most of policies
will be followed by organization which support budget. Centre has operated since 1990 and
worked with Vietnam, Chinese and Thai network. In 2010, estimated that infected Lao

population could be 9,000 but only 2,000 can access anti-virus medicine or could say just 1



of 3 of 1,000 new infected populations per year. In 2015, it estimated that infected
populations will increase to 14,000 and could access to anti-virus medicine around 7,000.
However, CHAS took the important role in defining national policy and strategy, operational
plan, regulations and declaration HIV/AIS law; there is setting up national AIDS commission
that focus on collaboration multi-sector, but to bring it into operate in area level is not
covered yet. MOU was signed for resolving infected HIV migrant labors to be received
consecutive care. Even though, MOU will be signed between Government and Government
and State and State but to bring to operate is still not comprehensive and successful. CHAS
still has the role to offer any policies to parliament for budget requirement support.
However, Lao Government still relies on primary structure development more than health
development affect budgets will be quite low. From any statistic shows that Laos PDR still
faces problems according to infected population in Laos remains more than 80%. From this
percentage come from housewife whom the officers clue that there are many Sex workers
hidden in it and some does not tell the real status. In Lao, society attitude for patients with
HIV infection is still hich negative. The challenges for centre are finding supported
international organization continuously and attempt to write an offer for budget support to
government for continuous operation in the future. As this point, we can see that Thai
operation is greater than Lao but we still do not have HIV law. According to Thai law is
complicated. However, there are other related laws which can apply in Thailand that is to
convince private and NGO network to participate both defining policy and operation with

all level which can make better operation as well.

2. Village Focus International (VFI), NGO, has major role on strengthen women and child
power, and protected from human trafficking which received budget from Netherland
Government. There is one interesting project “Direct Assistance for children and human
trafficking victim (from Thailand) project” operated by registering at border security, or police
have some screening and bring victim to Centre in Park (Drop in Centre) where can be rest

for 3 days. After that, they will be sent to VFI Shelter and Dream Home Shelter, located at



Pak Se, for further career training activities. Remark, most of victims’ screening at border

point may not reach victims who really need help.

3. ARV Clinic and Treatment centre, Setthathirath Hospital, same level as general
hospital in Thailand. HIV service will be serviced at different building as One Stop Service.
There are medical officers provided services as 4 doctors, 9 nurses, 2 volunteer staff and 2
pharmacists. Service providing are OPD, investigate, counseling, prescription, and IPD building
included 12 beds and 8 rooms. Most of budget maintenance received from Global Fund not
government. While Japanese Government also supports on new building construction. Most
of customers do not need to pay for each visit (20 THB or 5,000 LAK). If customers are
foreigner, even thoush, they are willing to pay for treatment but hospital will not accept
because they strictly follow the treatment guideline based on WHO. Most of actions are
offense in the hospital as If ANC patients with infection must do service at ANC clinic in the
hospital before taking antivirus medicine at clinic outside hospital. Anti-virus medicines will
be not allowed to distribute in other departments, only clinic can take this action. The
officers confront limited action; they have to train volunteer counseling whom can
knowledge of drug consuming for patients with infection later. Most of infected patients by
60% get infection from Thailand. 5% is Loss follow up. 1% is resist drug actioﬁ. The number
of service center in Laos is totally 9 which are spread over country. Those center will
emphasize on clinic service. In addition, medicines are prepared for only Lac population
because they do not receive budget support from public sector. Most of services will rely on
World Organization budget support if they lack of support in the future, it will take negative

impact on operation and become trouble.

4. Vientiane Youth Centre or known as Youth Clinic is department under @unfusuainds
a1 (Women Confederation). Budget comes from WC counseling, HIV and STl screening
service. Service provider is 1 male doctor, 1 female doctor and 2 staff. In this case, if
customers are male, it will be delivered to male doctor or staff, and, if patients are female,
it will also be delivered to female doctor and staff for counseling or inquiry. In addition,

center has hold some activities including



4.1 Qutside study visit campaign which focus on youth institution

4.2 Hotline, open daily for 9am-7pm. Most of counselors would be both staff and
volunteers who pass 5 day counseling program and training with experienced staff for 1 year.

After that, they will also get certificate.

4.3 Do spot radio FM 105.5, advertise activities of centre, clinic public relation and
Hotline.

4.4 Clinic service on STI, blood test, HIV/STI screening.

There are some interesting techniques used in clinic which can be applied in
Thaitand as Hotline, separated gender, are comfortable for suffering who want to consult.
Another is training volunteers (student) with directly experienced staff. This will strengthen

adolescent skill of counseling.

5. LAOPHA and LNP+. LAOPHA is HIV/AIDS Care Association and LNP+ is cluster of patients
with HIV infection. These departments have been 100% supported from NGO which drive
the policy and AIDS law. They also worked with CHAS to operate community campaign to
bring patients with infection into treatment process. This will focus on MSM group and also
cover on infected sex worker, children and women. The operational obstruction for this
department is it does not have clear plan to support if Global Fund stop supporting in

budget.

6. Gender Development Association (GDA), Sexual network in Laos. This department will
support on women right and role. 98% of budgets received from external department,
Global Fund and Malaysia, and 2% from Thai government (Chiang Mai Province). In Laos, the
value perception of wormen right is not much important.'ln community or society perception
on women role is quite accepted, but in term of family, man is still greater and more power.
Abortion in Laos is illegal so it does not talk much. Collection data on Sexual violence is

less.



Operational Problem/obstruction of Laos

According to Laos PDR is socialist administrator, then most of national developments will be
controlled by government. Impact is most budget support will focus on construct more than
health care. Budget supports around 80% in AIDS/HIV in public sector received from several
international organization supported. If in the future, Laos could not find support sources

continuously, then it will have negative impact on many organizations both public and NGO.

Benefit

To educate public health policy guideline in patients with HIV infection care and
public health system service of Laos. The important role of NGO, operated patients with
HIV/AIDS infection effectively. According to active network and knowledge sharing, between
public and private sector, which collaborate in migrant labor health, so Laos PDR will be
better development in this way. If Thailand could apply this, it will be the most essential in
any processing to be more successful.

Recommendation

In Vientiane Youth Centre work is interested in hotline counseling that should be applied in

Thaitand.

Banyapha Srisuwan

The report concludes



