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. Maternal, infant and young child nutrition
.o Reproductive Health: strategy to accelerate progress towards the attainment of
international development goals and targets (Progress Report)
o.en Health and Environment: road map for an enhanced global response to the adverse
health effects of air pollution (Progress Report)
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Intervention on agenda 15.2 Maternal, infant and young child nutrition

Delivered by Titiporn Tuangratananon (11 Nov 2020)

Thank you, Chair.

Thailand focuses on the agenda 15.2 Maternal, infant and young child nutrition. We support the amended
draft decision EB146(20). However, we have two concerns as follow;

First, we are concerned that only half of Member States are on track in achieving the global nutrition target
by 2030. Member States invested too little to counter act the active market promotion of breast milk

substitute industries, in particular through digital marketing strategies. We cannot wait for another 2 years for



https://bit.ly/2YWZGqT
https://bit.ly/2MQqt5s

comprehensive report as mentioned in the draft decision; hence actions should be taken immediately.
Member States must protect and counteract all types of unethical marketing including through digital. At the
least, WHO should immediately produce guidance and support member states in monitoring of digital
marketing strategies.

Second, despite WHO had issued frequently asked questions on breastfeeding and COVID-19 for health care
workers1, not only it was not updated after 12 May 2020, it was not widely known and applied by Member
States. Breast milk substitute industry takes this opportunity, in particular when mothers felt unsafe to breast
feed, by providing free BMS to mothers who are infected or suspected of COVID-19 infection. Furthermore,
during the pandemic, some civic groups or even government unintentionally violated the Code by providing
or donating breast milk substitutes to mothers. WHO needs to update scientific evidence if corona virus
transmits through breast milk and widely publicizes practice in relation to continue breastfeeding with high
level of precautions.

Thank you, Chair.
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