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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC
ON HEALTH COOPERATION

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND as
represented by the Ministry of Public Health, the Kingdom of Thailand and
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC as represented by the Ministry of Health of the Lao People’s
: Democratic Republic (hereinafter referred to individually as “the Party” and
u collectively as “the Parties™)

RECOGNIZING the need to promote and strengthen the friendly relations
including the existing health cooperation, between the two countries;

DESIRING to promote cooperation and collaboration in matters relating to
health on the basis of reciprocity and mutual benefit for both countries;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article I
OBJECTIVES

The Parties shall, subject to their laws, rules, regulations and national policies,
strengthen, facilitate, and promote cooperation and collaboration on health
matters on the basis of equality and mutual benefit. This Memorandum of
Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “the MOU”) shall provide the
framework for the cooperation and collaboration which shall be implemented

through Plans of Action.
. | Article II
% , AREAS OF COOPERATION
. Subject to Article I, the Parties shall take necessary steps to encourage,

facilitate and promote cooperation and collaboration in the following areas:

a) Prevention and control of communicable diseases and non-communicable

disease risk factors;

b) Control and assurance of the quality of the import/export of food, drugs,
traditional medicines, cosmetics, dietary/health supplements, medical
devices, narcotic drug, Psychotropic substances, precursor and hazardous »
substances used in households;
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¢) Promotion of information exchange on health product registration and
regulations to facilitate the import/export of food, drugs, traditional
medicines, cosmetics, dietary/health supplements, medical devices and
hazardous substances used in households and public health programs;

d) Strengthening capacity building on laboratory testing practice on health
product, food, drugs, traditional medicines, cosmetics, dietary/health
supplements, medical devices narcotic drug, psychotropic substances,
precursor and hazardous substances used in households;

e) Promotion of information exchange on precursor of narcotics and
Psychotropic Drugs; ‘

f) Promotion of developing the Single Stop Inspection in Common Control
Area for specific Lao PDR-Thailand border.

g) Prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of mental health disorder and
drug addicts;

h) Human resource for health development and capacity building;

i) Health services system development and strengthening;

j) Primary health care development;

k) Survelllance of communicable diseases in accordance with International
Health Regulatlons (THR 2005), neglected tropical diseases and problems
concerning food, drugs, traditional medicines, cosmetics, dietary/health
supplements and medical devices;

1) Strengthening of health collaboration of the local level between the
border provinces, including point of entry;

m) Health Promotion, Nutrition, Occupational Health and Environmental

- Health (including Health Impact Assessment);
n) Other areas of cooperation as may be mutually determined.

Article IT1
TYPES OF COOPERATION

The cooperation under this MOU shall include:
. a)Exchange of information and staff, subject to domestic laws and
regulations, in the areas of cooperation;
b) Human resource development, e.g. short-course and long-term training
programs and study visit for health personnel;
c) Joint research and studies in areas of mutual interests relating to the
subject areas of cooperation;
d) Other types of cooperation as may be mutually determined.

Article IV
DESIGNATED AUTHORITY

The organization responsible for the execution of the MOU on behalf of the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand shall be the Ministry of ‘Public
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Health, the Kingdom of Thailand and on behalf of the Government of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic shall be the Ministry of Health, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.

Article V
IMPLEMENTATION

The implementation of the areas of cooperation as specified under this MOU
shall be guided by and in accordance with the Plans of Action to be mutually
agreed upon by the Parties. Each Party shall be responsible for coordinating
and implementing such activities and programs in its own country.

Article VI
"FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT

The financial arrangement to cover expenses for the cooperative activities
undertaken within the framework of this MOU shall be jointly decided by the
Parties on a case-by-case basis subject to the availability of funds and
resources.

Article VII
SHARING OF RESEARCH FINDINGS

Results of jointly-conducted researches and studies relating to the areas of
cooperation as specified under this MOU and the benefits arising from them
shall be shared between the Parties in a fair and equitable way in accordance
with the provisions to be decided by the Parties.

Article VIII
CONFIDENTIALITY

The treatment of confidentiality information, particularly in the area of
traditional medicines, drugs, precursor of narcotics and psychotropic drugs,
cosmetics, food products and hazardous substances used in households and
public health programs during and after the effective date of this MOU shall
be provided in the implementing arrangement to be concluded by the Parties.

Article IX
PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

The intellectual property rights shall be protected in conformity with the
respective national laws and regulations of the Parties and with the agreement
to be concluded by the Parties.
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- The intellectual property rights in respect of any technological development
carried out jointly by the Parties of research results through joint activities of ﬁ
the Parties shall be jointly owned and managed by the Parties in accordance
with the provisions to be mutually agreed upon.

- Notwithstanding anything contained in this Article, each Party shall own the
intellectual property rights in respect of any research results, technological
development, and any product and service development which were solely and
separately developed by that Party.

“Article X
SUSPENSION

Each Party reserves the rights for reasons of national security, national
interests, public order or public health to suspend temporarily, either in whole
or in part, the implementation of this MOU which shall take effect
immediately after written notification has been given to the other Party
through diplomatic channels.

Article X1
REVISION, MODIFICATION AND AMENDMENT

Either Party may request in writing a revision, modification or amendment of
all or any part of this MOU. Any revision, modification or amendment
accepted by the Parties shall be in writing and shall form part of this MOU.
Such revision or amendment shall come into effect on such date as shall be
determined by the Parties. Any revision, modification or amendment shall not
prejudice the benefits and commitments arising from or based on this MOU
prior or up to the date of such revision, modification or amendment.

Article XII
CONSULTATION

The Parties shall consult upon the request of either Party regarding any matter
relating to the terms of this MOU and will endeavor jointly in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual trust to resolve any difficulties and misunderstandings
which may arise.

Article XITI
EFFECTIVE DATE., DURATION AND TERMINATION

This MOU shall be effective on the date of its signing and . shall remain
effective for a period of five (5) years unless one of the Parties notify the other
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of its intention to terminate this MOU by a written notice, through diplomatic
channels, at least three (3) months prior to the effective termination date.

The termination of this MOU shall not affect the implementation of ongoing
activities and programs which have been agreed upon by the Parties prior to
the date of the termination of this MOU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by
their respective Governments have signed this MOU.

Done at Bangkok, the Kingdom of Thailand on the 16™ of September 2016 in
duplicate in the Thai, Lao and English languages, all texts being equally
authentic. b case of any divergence of interpretation or implementation, the
English text shall prevail.

- FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
} THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND THE LAO PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

i

PIYASAKOL SAKOLSATAYAD_ORN BOUNKONG SYHAVONG
MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH MINISTER OF HEALTH




